NLO Check List – Virgo

	Date
	
	Time
	

	Telescope/Dome
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	NGC5634 – Globular Cluster – Easy
What a surprise, in a constellation famous for its 250 galaxies we have a Globular Cluster and a nice one it is! Situated close to an 8th magnitude star this object can be seen in small telescopes and under good conditions with binoculars.
	


	M59 NGC4621 & M60 NGC4649 – Galaxy - Easy
M59 and M60 lie within 1 degree of each other, they are both bright spiral galaxies. M60 is slightly brighter than M59, M59 displays an elongated halo whilst M60 shows a bright halo with a circular core.
	


	M58 NGC4579 – Galaxy - Easy
Once you have found M59, M58 is easy to find. Through moderate sized telescopes look for a diffuse oval halo with a condensed bright inner halo.
	


	M89 NGC4552 & M90 NGC4569 – Galaxy – Easy
M89 and M90 are a close, bright pair of galaxies. In moderate sized telescopes and at low power both galaxies can be seen in the same field of view. M89 has a bright, diffuse circular halo which brightens to a concentrated core, M90 has a large faint halo but with a very bright core which is best seen using averted vision techniques. 
	


	M87 NGC4486 – Galaxy - Easy
This galaxy has a very bright core without a nucleus surrounded by a bright circular inner halo that gradually fades to invisibility
	


	M84 NGC4374 & M86 NGC4406 – Galaxy – Easy
M84 and M86 are another close pair of bright elliptical galaxies and again both can be seen in the same field of view. Both galaxies have a uniform appearance. M84 displays an oval halo which brightens to a large concentrated core whilst M86 appears very similar to M84 but is 50% larger!   
	


	M49 NGC4472 – Galaxy – Moderate

Under certain conditions this can be seen in finderscopes but is a disappointing sight. Look for a diffuse circular halo with a bright extended core but no nucleus.
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	NGC4762 – Galaxy – Moderate
Edge on galaxy with a surprisingly high surface brightness and easy to find to boot! Look for an extended halo with a bright core, the galaxy lies close to the star Vindemiatrix.
	


	NGC4567 & NGC4568 – Galaxies – Moderate
Often called the “Siamese Twin Galaxies” the tips of these 2 galaxies appears to be touching. Through moderate sized telescopes these are quite an impressive sight. NGC4567 will display a faint oval halo with a bright core and NGC4567 will show a small halo of uniform brightness. 
	


	NGC4699 - Galaxy – Moderate
This bright elliptical galaxy can be found close to the star Spica. Look for an oval halo with a bright core. Using a moderate sized scope and averted vision it is possible for the core to appear “Mottled”.
	


	M61 NGC4303 – Galaxy – Easy
A beautiful face on spiral galaxy. Look for a circular halo with significant mottling that brightens to a central core. Averted vision hints a spiral arms and a prominent dark lane at the eastern end of the galaxy. 
	


	M104 NGC4594 – Galaxy – Moderate “The Sombrero Galaxy”
A faint galaxy that may be seen in a finderscope using averted vision techniques. In moderate sized telescopes M104 appears lens shaped with a prominent dark lane separating it into smaller sections.  
	


	NGC4526 – Galaxy – Moderate

This galaxy forms a close pair with NGC4535 and lies quite close to NGC4472 M49.NGC4526 is an edge on galaxy that is quite prominent in moderate sized telescopes.
	


	NGC4535 – Galaxy – Moderate

This face on spiral galaxy is much fainter than NGC4526.  Through moderate sized telescopes look for a faint oval patch of light with no bright core,
	


	NGC4206 – Galaxy - Moderate

An edge on spiral galaxy that can be seen in the same field of view as NGC4216 and NGC4222.
	


