	Date
	26th October
	Time
	21:15 BST

	Weather
	Cold, Clear
	Seeing - Antoniadi Scale
	III – Typical Seeing

	Location
	Norman Lockyer Observatory, Sidmouth

52.72 Deg North 3.52 Deg West

	Bortle Scale
	Class 3 – Rural Sky Limiting Magnitude 6.6 to 7.0

	Instrument (s)
	10” Dobsonian & 6.25 inch Refractor “The Lockyer”


	Report
Observing Conditions

· Very cold, quite breezy

· Moon 98% Waning. Rose 19:29 BST
Observed The Following with the 10 inch Dobsonian
· Mars

· M57 NGC6720 Planetary Nebula Lyra “The Ring Nebula

· M13 NGC6205 Globular Cluster Hercules

· M92 NGC6341 Globular Cluster Hercules

· M31 NGC224 Galaxy Andromeda “The Andromeda Galaxy”

· M32 NGC221 Galaxy Andromeda

· NGC869 Open Cluster Perseus “The Double Custer”

· NGC884 Open Cluster Perseus “The Double Cluster”

· Albireo Double Star Cygnus

· Mizar & Alcor Multiple Star Ursa Major
Notes

· Mars was impressive with a dark surface feature just visible. The disc appeared slightly elongated and around the 11 O’clock position, using a computer application it would appear that we were witnessing the appearance of one of the moons of Mars from behind the disc of Mars.
· M57 The Ring Nebula looked good, the ring structure was clearly visible despite the fact that the moon was now starting to wash out much of the sky.

· With M13 I was quite surprised to see that I could make out some individual stars using averted vision.

· This was the same with M92 a smaller and much tighter Globular cluster but with patience and averted vision some central stars could be seen.

· In contrast M31 was badly affected by the Moon. This normally appeared as a large glowing oval of light with a bright core but now only the core and a small part of its structure could be seen.

· Which was a surprise when viewing M32 a satellite galaxy of M31, because I could see M32 in the finderscope and using a 13mm eyepiece both M31 and M32 appeared (Just) in the filed of view.

· Next up the double cluster in Perseus NGC869 and NGC884, still impressive despite the near full moon and visible, again just, in the same field of view. 
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	Notes continued,

· Now for Albireo and colourful double star in Cygnus. And I am please to say it did not disappoint, the primary was a nice straw yellow and its companion and nice shade of blue, really nice to see.

· Finally Mizar and Alcor a naked eye double in Ursa Major. Even using a low power Mizar B the companion to Mizar could be seen and again although not colourful this was a nice object to see.
Observed the following with the 6.25 inch Refractor “The Lockyer Telescope”

· M57 NGC6720 Planetary Nebula Lyra “The Ring Nebula
· Mars

· Vega Star Lyra

· Epsilon Lyrae Multiple Star Lyra

Notes

· Very nice view of the ring nebula

· Were able to discern a slightly darker area on the disc of Mars

· Looked at Vega in the constellation of Lyra

· Looked at the multiple star Epsilon Lyrae. The telescope gave great views of this Double-double star excellent!
Observation made with the “Lockyer Telescope” by Hugh Taylor

Observations made with 10 inch Dobsonian by Dave Alexander

Report compiled by Dave Alexander
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